REPORT OF A CASE OF EPILEPSY—STATUS 
EPILEPTICUS—DEATH. 

By RALPH WAIT PARSONS, M.D., 

Sing Sing, N. Y. 


T HE patient, a young man twenty-six years of age, 
deaf and dumb, hereditary tendencies unknown, 
a case of epileptic dementia, first came under my 
observation on July 16, 1891. 

After admission to the hospital he had frequent epi¬ 
leptic fits, varying from eight to twenty per week, and 
was, at times, excitable and violent. On one occasion, 
the night of October 20, 1891, he had forty-one fits within 
three hours and twenty five minutes, and on still another 
occasion, on the night of January 14, 1892, he had thirty 
fits and three the next morning. 

Table showing number of fits while in the status epi- 
lepticus. 


Dates. 

January 2, 1893, 

“ 4, “ 

“ 6 ] “ 

" 8*, “ 

“ 9 . “ 

“ 10, “ 

44 11, “ 

44 12. 44 

“ 13. “ 

44 14, “ 

“ 15, 41 

44 16, “ 

44 17, “ 

“ 18, *• 

44 19, “ 

1« 20 “ 

4 4 21, 44 

“ 22 , “ 

“ 23, 44 


Fits. 

20 

26 

22 

13 

11 

12 
11 
11 


3 


o 

105 

125 

177 

56 

25 

30 

43 


83 


73 

43 

4s 

78 
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January 24, 1893.68 

“ 25 . “ 73 

“ 26, " 78 

“ 27, “ 99 

“ 28, “ 70 


Total.1,403 


On January 2, 1893, the status epilepticus supervened 
and during the period between January 2d and January 
28th inclusive, the patient had one thousand four hun¬ 
dred and three distinct grand mal seizures, death occur- 
ing on January 29, 1893. 









ANATOMY OF NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

No. 3. 

Longitudinal section through the crus cerebri, pons 
and medulla, near the median line. 

36. Pons Varolii. 

37. Olivary body. 

38. Lemniscus or fillet. 

39. Fasciculus Longitudinalis. 

34. Post-Commissure. 

18. Corpora Quadrigemina, Posterior. 

40. Corpora Quadrigemina, Anterior. 

41. Twelfth Nerve Root Fibres. 

42. Fourth “ “ “ 

43. Valve of Vieussens and Processus e cerebello ad 

testes. 

44. Floor of the Fourth Ventricle. 

23. Red Nucleus. 

45. Pyramidal Tract. 

46. Decussation of the Superior Cerebellar Pe¬ 

duncles. 

47. Striae Acusticae. 

48. Substantia Ferruginea. 

49. Funiculus Gracilis. 




No. 3. 
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No. 4. 

Frontal or vertical section through post extremity 
of thalamus and pineal gland. 

31. Laminae Medullares of the Optic Thalamus. 

8. Pes Pedunculi. 

25. Substantia Nigra. 

23. Red Nucleus. 

29. Stratum Zonale. 

4. Pulvinar of Optic Thalamus. 

20. Aqumductus Sylvii. 

32. Nucleus and Root Fibres of Third Nerve. 

33. Peduncle of Pineal Gland. 

35. Pineal gland. 

34. Post-Commissure Fibres. 

2. Caudate Nucleus. 

1. Optic Tract. 



